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tive areas where things  are   required,  it is   automatically   regu-
lated, and there is less chance for fraud, none for speculation.

The American friend mentioned Mr. Ford's favourite plan of decentrali-
zation of industry by the use of electric power conveyed on wires to the remotest
corner, instead of coal and steam, as a possible remedy, and drew up the
picture of hundreds and thousands of small, neat, smokeless villages, dotted
with factories, run by village communities "Assuming all that to be pos-
sible", he finally asked Gandhyi, "how far will it meet your objection?9*

A. My objection won't be met by that, because, while it is
true that you will be producing things in innumerable areas, the
power will come from one selected centre. That, in the end, I think,
would be found to be disastrous. It would place such a limit-
less power in one human agency that I dread to think of it. The
consequence, for instance, of such a control of power would be
that I would be dependent on that power for light, water, even
air, and so on. That, I think, would be terrible.

Q,. ... have you any idea as to what Europe and America should do
to solve the problem presented by too much machinery?

A. You see that these nations are able to exploit the so-
called weaker or unorganized races of the world. Once those
races gain this elementary knowledge and decide that they are
no more going to be exploited, they will simply be satisfied with
what they can provide themselves. Mass production, then, at least
where the vital necessities are concerned, will disappear.

Q..   As  a  world  organization.
A.   Yes.

p_. But even these races will require more and more goods as their
needs multiply.

A. They will then produce for themselves. And when that
happens, mass production, in the technical sense in which it is
understood in the West, ceases.

p>   You mean to say it becomes local.

A. When production and consumption both become local-
ized, the temptation to speed up production, indefinitely and
at any price, disappears. All the endless difficulties and problems
that our present-day economic system presents, too, would then
come to an end. Take a concrete instance. England today is the
cloth shop of the world. It, therefore, needs to hold a world in
bondage to secure its market. But under the change that I
have envisaged, she would limit her production to the actual needs